DIAKONIE TRAINING CENTER
DIAKONIE KOSOVA

Dear friends,

sincere greetings to you all from summery Kosovo!
Since the 3rd of June we have the second government within 6 months. The first one was called „Coalition of
Hope" but was overthrown on 25th of March by a vote of no confidence.
The initiative was launched by the former American Ambassador in Germany, Mr. Grenell, who especially acted
on President Hashim Thaçi. The American president needed a foreign policy success for his election campaign.
The exchange of territory between Serbia and Kosovo should pave the way for recognition of Kosovo from
Serbia. North Mitrovica and the municipalities in the north should become part of Serbia, the Preschevo Valley
with the city of Bujanovac in Serbia part of Kosovo. Europe's politicians, also including Angela Merkel, were
against this exchange of territory because this implements the aim to create ethnically cleaned areas. Not
everybody in Kosovo and Europe welcomes the strong American influence on the country's policies.
Again, by mediation of the former ambassador, a conversation between the President of the Republic of Kosovo
and the Serbian President was planned to take place on the 27th of June at the White House in Washington. The
President of Kosovo was already on his way when he got the information that the kosovarian Special Court in
Den Haag (NL) accused him for Crimes against humanity, war crimes and torture. The journey had a sudden
ending. Hashim Thaçi does not want to resign until a special court judge confirms the charges.
The corona crisis (pandemic) has the country in full control. At the beginning of the crisis in March/April the
number of new infections was very low. There were strict rules, cities were partly isolated, and the measures
were monitored by the police. That is history, because now the measures to curb the pandemic are largely
ignored. Kosovo, for example, is a Corona hotspot alongside its neighbours. The number of newly infected
people is increasing every day.
On 7th of June I was tested positive first, then on the 8th my wife and my daughter and after 3 more Colleagues
were tested positive, amongst them our doctor, Dr. Sami Kurti. We had to go into quarantine for two and a half
weeks. The entire Diakonie and all services had to be closed for 2 weeks. The people who were tested positive
were controlled and visited up to three times per day by the police, to check if we follow the instructions of
isolation. We all received a lot of friendly and positive support and many people prayed for us.
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On 22nd of June they tested us again and we were all
delighted about the negative result! A burden fell off our
shoulders. The forced closure was a big challenge especially
for our farm and the animals. It was easy to close the training
centre, and the trauma centre continued to work online. But
80 goats and 960 chickens cannot be cared for online.
After careful consideration, 4 staff members decided to live
on the farm during the time of isolation. We organized beds,
food and so the work there was possible to continue
regularly. The 4 colleagues (2 with disabilities) were highly
engaged. Beside our animals, we currently have also
vegetables from the greenhouse. On 14th of July we have
harvested wheat. On the photo you can see our colleague
Bekim on the combine during wheat harvest.
Wheat harvest

Cooperation with Innere Mission Munich
On the first of September 2020, 10 young people from Kosovo have the opportunity to begin a Voluntary Social
Year (FSJ) in nursing facilities in the Innere Mission at Munich. If they are suitably qualified, they can start then
training as a caregiver from September 2021. Now we heard that, at the moment, there are no visas for this
group of people. Together we wrote a letter to the Minister of the Interior. Perhaps the legal situation will
change soon.
Diakonie Training Center
The training centre is still closed. It is not in sight whenever we can go back to a regular training. Every day
students of the last course come and ask about their last training weeks, only around 4 weeks until the end of
the course are still missing. At the moment
we try to work in small groups with masks
and social distance to finish at least some
courses. The pupils want to work and need
their certificates.
The teachers have used the time to
renovate the classrooms, to revise the
teaching material and to work outside. A
wooden terrace (photo) was built.
The economic situation has deteriorated
increasingly. Small enterprises did not
make it through the phase of lockdown.
The unemployment rate has been very
high before the pandemic but now
continues to grow. Every week we have
The new terasse (own construction)
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several requests for jobs. Even in the city, on the way to or from work people stop us and ask. The desire (the
will) to leave the country in order to enter Europe or Germany to work continues to grow. Minority members,
Roma, Ashkali are particularly affected.
Since April, we supported 187 families with the help of our donors
and supporters in Germany with food donations (staple foods).
Integration of returnees
For the returnees it was and it is still particularly difficult at the
moment, since their reintegration just seemed to be successful
but because of the crisis, they have now been thrown back very
far. The increasing unemployment, especially in the case of simple
jobs has hit and hits them hard.
We have kept in touch with everyone and helped in a variety of
ways within the framework of possibilities.

Support for a returnee

Psychosocial center of trauma therapy
From 23rd of March to 7th of July we have counselled and treated solely online. At first it was a reorientation
and difficult for the colleagues, but for the patients it was a great help. From 8th of July we also offer normal
advice again. Dr. Sami helped with all medical inquiries until he was tested positive and had to go into isolation
for 2.5 weeks.
Last year we got a project by the Ministry of Health. This was a good way to finance the Trauma Centre partly.
This support was cancelled this year. The Ministry's budget was €1million for non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) but it was spent on fighting the pandemic. We are facing exceedingly difficult negotiations with the
competent authority in Berlin because these funds are not available for partial financing the trauma center.
Patients suffering from post-traumatic stress disorders were facing during the lockdown opened old wounds
torn. Therefore telephone counselling and other help was a good temporary solution for many. We have seen a
significant increase in domestic violence. The 3 police stations (Mitrovica, Vushtrri, Skenderaj), with whom we
work closely, pointed directly at our assisting offers when affected people needed help.
Most of the times they called us directly and we were able to intervene quickly. Spatial narrowness and
proximity during the lockdown, families being together 24/7 over weeks and the economic situation
exacerbated the problem. The cases brought also the highly experienced therapists to their limits!
Our country is in a difficult situation!
Every year in July/August tens of thousands of Kosovarians come to visit their families in their old home country
and they spend their holidays here. Of course, they bring a lot of money into the country, and a lot of industrial
sectors benefit from it. This year it’s difficult, with some exceptions. It saves endless motor convoys (traffic jam),
but there are no weddings with 400 or more guests. Of course, the owners of cafes, restaurants and wedding
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stamps complain. Where there are no weddings, no cooks and waiters are needed, no photographs and no
bands or disc jockeys!
We thank you for your help, especially for all your support, encouraging messages and your prayers!

Bernd Baumgarten

Fuad Kasumi

Donations can be transferred to the “Diakonisches Werk” of the church districts of Trier and SimmernTrarbach gGmbH, you will then receive a donation receipt
heading:
Kosovo
account:
Sparkasse Trier
BIC: TRISDE55XXX
IBAN: DE36 5855 0130 0090 9136 58
Visit our website www.diakoniekosova.org

Honey harvest
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